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Members Flood 1n at Paafic Ag Show

From our vantage point the
second annual Pacific Agri-
culture Tradeshow and
Short Courses were a re-
sounding success. With the
ASCA booth outside the
main meeting room, we
know that the Lower Main-
land Horticultural Improve-
ment Association infor-
mation sessions were

well attended and inter-
esting. We were told

that the Dairy sessions

also enjoyed a good

turn out.

In the ASCA booth, we
recorded over 125 vis-

its. Of those visitors,

15% chose to join the
Association as new
members. The nineteen new
members include individual
farmers, educators, re-
search consultants and cor-
porate agri-businesses. The
commodities represented by
new producer members
ranged from dairy to cut
flowers, hog production

and nursery. The complete
listing of new members and
recent renewals is found on
page 2.

Benefits of becoming an
ASCA member are:
L) quarterly newsletters

outlining the success

¥5 use of ASCA “library”
of Soil and Water Con-
servation resources
¥5 new members help
ASCA advance its
work through funds
provided by member-
ship, and by indicating
community support to
various funding agen-
cies.

The ASCA is cur-
rently planning addi-
tional membership
privileges.These will
include a membership
package that provides
ASCA factsheets on
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ASCA Coordinator Bruce Fatkin sharing SOil conservation 15~
the good news of ASCA membership

sues, and a field man-
agment planning and

and current activities of
the ASCA,

S priority access to tech-
nical support from the

Coordinators,

record keeping binder. The
binder is to encourage pro-
ducers in the use of soil

(Continued on page 4)
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Loenen told us he would never look at
soil in quite the same way again.

Abbotsford Artist Among Winners

Ed Loenen who specializes
in Oil and Acrylic paint-
ings has won one of 14 re-
gional cash prizes. Ed’s oil
of a local farm was one of
two British Columbia en-
tries to win in the first
round of a national compe-
tition.

The competition and exhi-
bition is designed to cele-
brate the achievements
and innovation of the
Canadian farmer and to
cast an eye to emerging
conservation practices and
protection of our environ-
ment. The artists inter-
acted with farmers in their
exploration of rural
Canada and depicted the
insight they had gained
into agriculture’s role in
environmental sustain-
ablility. Loenen told us
that he would never look
at soil in quite the same

The contest called
“Sharing the Memory,
Shaping the Dream™, is a
partnership of the Soil
Conservation Council of
Canada and the Canada
Millennium Partnership
Program. The objective of
the competition is to bring
together agriculture
and the visual arts.

Abbotsford Artist Ed
Loenen (centre) with
his prize winning | _

oil painting. ASCA’S S’ eas
Earl Jenstad (left) I y y
presented Loenen W' 3 ey,
with his prize. Look-
ing on is Soil Con-
servation Council of
Canada BC Rep Jim
Sandwith of Saanich
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way again. L
Ed’s entry, along with the Alpha Farm
13 other regional winners Carolyn Bekkening
will be touring Canada John Bosma
during 2000, including a Dave Doerksen
stop in Abbotsford at Agri-
. . . Rob Donaldson
Fair. All entries are also el-
igible for a grand prize of Ducan Tolmie Farm
$5,000.00 to be announced Wendy Dukeau
in Ottawa in March. Adrienne Elfstrom
Loenen and the other BC Al Friesen
winner, Deanna Fogstrom Arthur Garden
of Vancouver, were pre- F. & H. Gietema
sented their prizes at the
taste of BC reception on Ken Hetland
February 17 at the Pacific Norman Hetland
Agriculture Tradeshow. Dave Hod
5 Brian Kei
Glenn Loor
Bran Mauza
Frances Miller
Theo Mosterman
Chris Palmer
J. Soeten
L. vanVliet
Renewals:
Terry Feser

Jacobs Farms Inc.

Lilac Ridge Farms
Otter Co-op

"Pumps for Every Purpose"
MURPHY & WAKEFIELD LTD.

Pumps, Plumbing, Irrigation
Heating, Gasfitting & Sheet Metal

Phone: 853-3321

32394 South Fraser Way

[Abbotsford, BC V2T 1X2 Serving BC since 1946




ASCA wants to implement buffer strips
and compensate for the land taken out
Buffer Zone Workshop  of crep production (essentially rent

some land from farmers)
On November 18, 1999, the ASCA and the Soil and
Water Conservation Society of BC co-hosted a Guidelines. These were outlined along with the Pi-
workshop on Agricultural Buffer Zones. lot Project used to implement the ditch maintenance

process on a trial basis. The project recognizes that
on-farm drainage systems were constructed to allow
farmers to remove excess water from their land and
improve the viability of their farms, and that these
same drainage systems impact important fisheries
streams. All ditch maintenance must be done in a

Buffer Zones are strips of permanent plants growing
between agricultural land and watercourses.

Buffers can be trees, shrubs, and grasses used to fil-
ter out sediments, nutrients, pesticides, and other
pollutants before they reach the water. A buffer
zone protects and improves ground and surface wa- T . 3
tee quility, coduices CFOSiOI’I (‘)g; cropland and stream way that minimizes the impact. A brochure was dis-

banks, and can provide cover for livestock, wildlife, tributed which outlines actlvlltles fmd watercourses
and fish and sets out protocol for notification and approval,

if needed, in advance of work.
The workshop was designed to answer questions:
are buffer zones practical tools to protect water-
courses from agricultural impact in South Coastal
production systems? What will, and will not, work
for South Coastal conditions? What other benefits
do buffer zones have?

Christina Engel was introduced as the Agricultural
Stewardship Coordinator for the DFO. Engel’s role
is to advise and help with programs for ditch main-
tenance. The Agricultural Stewardship Coordinator
has access to a wide range of expertise and can help
with other issues landowners face involving water-
Attendees heard about the US approach that lcgis- courses. Christina Enge] can be reached at 556-
lates farmers to use buffer strips. A rental fee is paid 3094,

to farmers for cropland lost to the strips. There is an
acreage cap instead of a monetary cap on the pro-
grams that currently makes more money available
than ever before to help landowners use buffer
strips.

The workshop also heard about buffer design in
Washington State, our Ministry of Environment’s
action plan on non-point source water pollution, and
steps to protect Langley watercourses through the
Langley Environmental Partners Society. Two local
The workshop learned about the Partnership Com- |andowners talked of the pros and cons of buffer
mittee on Agriculture and the Environment. The zones and their effects on the operation of a farm.
ministers of Agriculture and Food, and of Environ-
ment, Lands and Parks, and the BC Agriculture
Council are pledged to find answers together for en-
vironmental issues. They want solutions which
“serve the interests of agriculture and the environ-
ment and which recognize ... the vital contribution
the agriculture industry makes to... BC™. A ten-point
action plan was developed to embrace this commit- As a follow-up to the workshop, ASCA is looking
ment. to conduct riparian buffer trials. If you have an ac-
tive stream that is bare of permanent vegetation

The all-day event was well attended by people such
as: producers, BC Ministry of Agriculture & Food,
Ministry of Environment, Department of Fisheries
and Oceans, Agriculture Canada, City of Abbots-
ford, conservation groups, Whatcom County, and
the Washington State Department of Ecology.

Part of the Plan includes Ditch Maintenance

ASCA Annual
General Meeting

WISBEY VEGGIES
Winter Hours:
“c?#: Thursday to Saturday,
HOME  1(:30 am to 5:30 pm

Thursday March 90, 2000 at 7pm GROWN™ Sunday, 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Ministry of Agriculture & Food Building s ki Look for the ORANGE BLDG,
1 km east at #3 Rd,
176714”9”8 camee”Rd *FREE* Yarrow/Cultus LZ?:Z Eaxit #104
coffe and doughnuts provided 5 Ibs of carrots off Hwy #1

“limit 1 per family*  823-4617: Toll Free 1-888-8352-3833



This 1s another project along Marhsall Creek where
multipel partners are co-operating 1n an upgrad-
ing of habitat along the length of the watercourse.

Previews of the
next Soil Keeper
issue - articles on
the new Agricul-
ture Awareness
Coordinator, and
greenhouse
gases...

“[Nico] Human is
quick to point out
that his job is to co-
ordinate existing
efforts to raise the
awareness of agri-
culture in this
province. ... The
goal is make it fur-
ther known how
agriculture en-
riches our society.”

“Contact '99 was a
major national
workshop held in
Winnipeg to discuss
issues relating to
soil conservation in
Canada, green-
house gas emis-
sions and how they
affect agriculture...
The workshop was
intended to be the
first step of a na-
tional initiative to
make farmers more
aware of the issues
relating to climate
change and the im-
plications for agri-
culture.”

Profile of a Soil Keeper - ASCA has provided 16

# In Novem-
= ber, as part
of a revitali-
sation program along
Marshall creek, the City
of Abbotsford planted
trees as bank stabiliza-
tion on several comers of
the stream winding
through the Dykshoorn
and Van der Kooi prop-
erties south of the Free-
way near Sumas Way.

Frank Wright, Superin-
tendent of Diking

Drainage & Irrigation
approached the ASCA

Paafic Ag Show

for plants to add to the pro-
ject. Ash trees, the same vari-
ety as our October planting
along the Sumas Canal be-
tween No. 4 and No.5 Roads,
were chosen for this project
as well. These trees will pro-
vide additional shade for this
important fish-bearing
stream. This planting comple-
ments another planting of
lower growing shrubs ac-
quired through Kim Ogilvie,
Stream Stewardship Co-
ordinator for the City.

Wright states, “This is an-
other project along the Mar-

Ash Tees for a Plamitng on Marshall Creek

shall Creek where multiple
partners are co-operating in
an upgrading of habitat
along the length of the water-
course. The present program
is a revival of the works com-
pleted in the early 1980°s
when Marshall Creek was
first cleaned up to enhance
the whole of the environment
along the stream.”

As with the 200 trees planted
along the Sumas Canal, the
plants for this project were
purchased from Timmerman'’s
Landscaping.

(Continued from page 1)
conserving field managment
techniques.

Our main theme was com-
post production and use.
The videos, literature and
actual compost attracted
much interest and some ex-
cellent questions. The
ASCA factsheet handed out
addressed the issue of se-
lecting compost best for
your soil, cropping system,
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and budget. The advantages
of compost are that it has
little odour or pollution po-
tential, but great soil build-
ing potential. It is encourag-
ing that many are generally
aware of composting and
it’s benefits.

Two local companies who
are very involved in com-
post production assisted
with the ASCA display.
Transform Compost Sys-
tems and Eco Farm Prod-

(RN

%@

QY

%

ucts were both very gen-
erous in supplying materi-
als for the booth.

Both Transform and Eco
also donated a load each
of finished compost as
prizes for the show. We
are happy to announce
that Mosterman Plant
Propagators of Chilliwack
won up to 5 yards of com-
posted hog solids from
Eco Farm Products. Adri-
enne and Donald Elf-
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Manure and compost both have pros and
cons. Which one you use depends on the
Should we use Manure or reasons for applying manure or compost.

Compo st? John Paul, Ph.D. Transform Compost Systems

Many people ask if applying compost is better than applying raw manure to their soil. After all, why
pay for compost if we can get all the poultry manure we want for free? I will address this question with
the pros and cons of both compost and raw manure. The answer depends on the reasons for applying
manure or compost.

Am I applying manure only for its nutrient value?
If the reason for applying manure is only to reduce fertilizer costs, then raw broiler or layer manure is
the best option. Raw manure is an excellent source of nutrients. The nitrogen in poultry manure is ap-
proximately 50% available for the crop if applied in the spring. Phosphorus and potassium concentra-
tions are also high in poultry manure, providing lots of good plant nutrients.

Should I use compost or manure to increase my soil organic matter levels?
Both manure and compost can be used to increase soil organic matter levels. We just need to understand
that 50 to 80% of the carbon in raw manure will be lost as carbon dioxide within a few months of ma-
nure application. Much of the carbon in raw manure is very decomposable — it converts to carbon diox-
ide readily. The carbon in properly composted material will be quite stable, and will not decompose fur-
ther like it will in raw manure. This means that 2 — 4 times more raw manure needs to be applied to the
soil compared with compost application.

Applying raw manure in the fall to improve soil organic matter is not a good idea, especially not with
poultry manure. There are too many soluble nutrients in poultry manure that will cause surface and
ground water pollution if applied in the fall. For example, the nitrogen content of poultry manure aver-
ages 3%, of which 50% becomes soluble. Compost may contain 1.5 to 2% nitrogen, of which 10% may
be soluble. To get the same benefit for

soil organic matter from poultry manure, r_— T ﬁ—-’
we need to add 2 to 4 times more volume

than if using compost. The amount of ‘ﬂs COM Pon
nitrogen applied with poultry manure to
give the same organic matter benefit will We produce and market

increase the risk of pollution. a high quality compost
for use as a soil conditioner

What about weed seeds in manure

woiil compsnt in your garden or nursery
Raw manure contains an incredible
amount of viable weed seeds. Our animal To Order Call:
feeds are coming from all parts of North 823-6296
America and even overseas. There is no or
way of knowing how many and what 534-7411
type of weed seeds are in the raw ma- $20 per yard
nure. We only know that they are very We deliver _#
viable. (ask about delivery rates) §
Ifa compost is prpperly prepared, it will Dk Conister
not contam' any viable weed seeds. Weed 1s GUARANTEED
seeds are killed at temperatures above TO BE WEED SEED AND 3
50° C. If all of the composting material PATHOGEN FREE Coturwal Farmn Lid

5904 Interprovincial Hwy
Abbotsford, BC V2S 4W8

—

has been at 55° to 65° C for a few days,

Full Analysis Available
{Continued on page 7) ;




If you have any comments or concerns in this mat-
ter feel free to contact ASCA or the National En-
ergy Board.

Pressure Mounts Over Pipelines

If you are like many farmers in the
Abbotsford area, you have a sec-
tion of gas pipeline running
through one or more of your fields.
Pipelines through a field produce
issues similar to that created by
ditches and fish. The similarities
are that both require the farmer to
take into account the regulations
and concerns of others. They also
both impact farming practices.

The difference between the two
lies in the visibility of ditches and
the hidden nature of most pipeline
installations. Another difference is
that the gas pipeline can create a
real and present danger if not ade-
quately considered when farming.
When you consider the pressure
under which the gas moves
through the pipelines, safety is an
important issue.

National Energy Board Crossing
Regulations require that any con-
struction or soil disturbance on, or
within 30 m (100 ft) of, the
pipeline right of way requires that
the gas company be notified. This
is especially important with any
excavation or construction activi-
ties over 30 cm (1 ft) deep. An-
other important factor to take into
account is that the pipeline may
not be as deep as it was when it
was installed.

The ASCA has become involved in
the issue when ASCA President
Peter Reus was taken to task for
laser leveling performed over the
right of way within the property of
Van Eekelen Enterprises. In the
dispute, Westcoast Energy ex-

pressed concern over
“unauthorized excavation” which
had taken place in the spring of
1999. While land leveling and
subsoiling are considered normal
farm practices by many Abbots-
ford area farmers, these are not
acceptable over the pipeline with-
out notification according to
Westcoast Energy.

In a meeting during February of
this year, ASCA Technical Advi-
sor and BCMAF Soil Specialist
Geoff Hughes-Games met with
Westcoast Energy representatives
Steven Henderson and Brian Og-
den along with Reus and Ria van
Eekelen to further discuss the is-
sue. During the course of the
meeting it turned out that West-
coast Energy is not aware of all
the activities included under
“normal farm practices™ for the
Abbotsford area. At this point,
the meeting resulted in several
outcomes.

The first outcome was that Van
Eekelen Enterprises and West-
coast Energy have agreed to dis-
agree on the matter at hand. West-
coast Energy has offered to sit
down with with the farming com-
munity and the ASCA to discuss
making pipeline information more
readily available in practical ap-
plications. As part of the discus-
sions, Westcoast wants to develop
a method to assure that the infor-
mation Westcoast requires is pro-
vided in a timely and efficient
manner.

The second outcome was that

Westcoast Energy has also offered
to provide farmers with a soil pro-
file and pipeline depth report. This
offer is available as a one time ser-
vice and requires a formal request
by the landowner. The profile and
pipeline depth report is considered
valid only for the day on which it
is performed. That is, current regu-
lations do not allow Westcoast En-
ergy to guarantee the pipeline
depth beyond the day it is sur-
veyed.

The third outcome of the meeting
was that ASCA was made aware
that the National Energy Board is
in the process of reviewing its
Pipeline Crossing Regulations. A
February News Release has re-
quested input by affected parties in
drafting the new guidelines. West-
coast Energy recommended that
ASCA submit input to the process.
ASCA was further invited to con-
tinue discussions with Westcoast
Energy to assist in Westcoast En-
ergy’s understanding of normal
farm practices. Westcoast Energy
recognizes that ASCA goals of soil
conservation complement their
safety concerns.

If you have any comments or con-
cerns in this matter feel free to
contact ASCA or the National En-
ergy Board.

NEB contacts for:

General Information:
Denis Tremblay
Communications Officer
Telephone: 403-299-2717
Telecopier: (403) 292-5503

visit the NEB News release site for more info at

http://www.neb.ge.ca/regupd/releases/nr2000/nre0102.htm










